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CONFIDENTIAL
MINUTES
ACLG o7 TENNESSEE, INC.
Decetrer 11, 1971
Vanderbilt Fasulty Club, Nashville
PRESENT :

MEMPHYS: Walter Pailey
HMike Honey

The meeting was called o order st 11:-13 a.m. by £he Chalroen, John Cleland. -

L2

The minutes of the previows noering wers appraved as previsculy distributed.

The Chairman reported on the new U Per £:5t Tennessee Jhaprer., The bylaws

of this greup have been adopted and cpproired.

Richard Strehlow reported on thae Chicago Meeting on Frison Projects, which e
attended as a representative of the Affiliate. Digcussion ar the meeting was
carried out in workshops, end concerned Attica and its iwplications, denial of
adequate counsel for prisoners; mail censorship; and the gererally Jdeplorable
conditions in prisons. Discussions alse concerned the parvicularly bad treat-
ment of women prisoners, and the Gestructiveness of the “rehabiiitation™ pro—
rams wsed in prisons. Discussion alsc centered on zonditions in "Juvenile
Offendex” institutioms, the vse of parcle and "indeterminate” santences to keep
priscners subservient to guards an? prison 2dministraters, and other procedures
whereby due process for prisconers is denied. A more detailied written reporc
will be available socon for distributicn on request to the Affiliate office.

Gordon Bohnyman reported on the Bail Bond Proiect which he has been working

on via money granted by the Affiliate, Fnox Chaptay, (ak Ridge Thapter, and
Student Govermment Association of the University of Tennessee. He has proposed
to judges in Knoxville thay Az sorcen people who have been arrested, evaluwatiag
them on the basis of a guestioanaire he has established as to the advisability

of bail being granted in higher or lower zmounts, He fas tentative approwal,

and has volunteered to continue this project for 24 months, after which he hopes tb
the procedure wonld be converted to a regular court-administered program. An
essential point of the program is that each person srrested would go through the
Same process and be asked the same questions, thereby helping ko eiiminate arbi-~
trary hardling of bail. However judgss are not bound to Sollow such recommendat-
ions, so that sowme arbitrariness would stil} exist. Bt present, for exsmple,

a perscn accused of burglary in Fnoxville might bave bail set at 31,0600, while

in Memphis, if the aceused is biack, the hail is likely to be 515,080, The ampunt
of bail set is according to the individual Y whim apd fancy™ of the judges in
each area, ard the bondsman—iudge relationship, particularly in soall towns,

leads to daily injustices.

Walter Bailey reported on the Neticnal ACIU Doard zeating of December §-5, which
AChposmtended as the Tennessee Affiliate member. National ACLY adopted a buodget
of $1,764,500 for 1972, with $3%,000 reserved 2s a coatingency fund, with the
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following items as indicated:

Administration $327,00C Legal Activities $300,000

Development and Rffilistes 464,000 Washington cffice 128,000

Information 14G, 46¢ Southern Regiconal uifice 147,080

The Board alse woted fto allocate 53,300 for a Scuthern Regironal Affiliate
n

1 :
Conferenca to be neld in Atlanta, February 18-~-20, 1272

Walter Hailev also revported thet For the first f£aue in cry the National
o4

ACIL Bosrd came oul in opposition to someone being geIEP“ for public office~
£ antered on day care lhqdal_tnor nire in

William Relmguist.Discussion ale
Congress, and welfare proposals neing considered.  Tha next feeting w;ll Le
the first waokend n february.

Richard

WAL approvs wztn minor re"is}nn;, unJ the reromw:*é'ﬂ

sutmittred Lo the AFPEILliate mombers bl mllot.

Jehn Cleland explalined the it an  mnerican Civil Liserties Undon of
e gses Foandartion.  Soxe pecple an < give tax-sxewmpt money to

~
L) By L

1 AU Poundaticn, and &0 these funds are evailable for
13 r

n € fillate sponsored (roygrsnms <+ s kaw Qedectible nabture. Ye need

a separate Foundation, chartersd and approved by the Intermal Reve nub Service,
ise and handle tax exempi funds. A mobion to proceed to establish an

ACLI of Tenneggee Foundation wasz adopted unannously.

Chapters were urged o send delegates to the Southern Regional Affiliate
conference to be held in Atrlanta, February L3-20, L972. Tihe Chaimman,

John Cleland, was selected as the one excenses~pald delegate rrowm the
affitiate. Chapters were also uvrged o send the names, addresses, telephone
nusbers and a statment of ATLD nctlv- -ies of potential student delegates to
the Affiliate cifice by the first weck in Jamsary

a
el

The Wational ACLU Hoard «w&i not decids on the financing of the Bilennial
Conference, to be held in Poulder, Colorado, June 8-11, 14872, The Tennessee
Affiliate has budgeted 3300 for thils meehing, and was authcrized 3 expenses-
paid delegates originally. It was m/s/c to sulmit the names of the officers
ot thae AFf'Elate s potential delegatss, but to defer any actual selection
zntil the next mesting of the Affiliate Board,

The Affiliate budget for 1972 was discuszed.
cation of wup to H800 for new adéressing syuipment
@ copy of the budget, as apgroved is attach-sdﬁ)

given for the allc-
oy the Affiliate office.

-

DISCURSTON OF NEW BUSINESS:

I send letters to several Hoard members suggested &5
ligison with the Naticnal ACLL commitvees on

Bill Qwen reported on 2 proajaect of work-relesse being studiea in the Kaowville
araa undey & wmini-grant fvom the Woow Area Chapter, ACLU. The sim is be provide
for the release of smelecced prisoaners fiom the Knox County workhouse during the
Egg}mﬁgﬂprder that & may contines to hold a reguler ink and continue Lo support
themselves snd thelr familieszn.
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Richard Strehlew reported on recent developuents in prison
reform et the State level. He suggested that individual
members of ACLU in Tennessee should begin working wherever
possible to help establish visitation rights and other rights
veing denied prisoners in their area. He urged that they

work with other zroups, like the recently established PRISONER'S
4ID SOCIETY OF TENNESSER.

He also urged the establishment of a task committee on prisoner’'s
rights, with the cbjectives of: inventorying jail conditions,
with the possible goal of attenpting to close one or two of

the worst of the jails in the State. This committee should Le
enpowered to support or oppese legisletion concerning prisoner
rizhts and prison conditions. Tt should act as a clearing-
house for prisoner rights cases that come to the attention of
local chapters. It should develop a pesition on the question

of the "indeterminate" sentence and other vprocedures that are
relevant to our civil liberties concerns, and report these to
the next 3tate Doard neeting.

Poard Chairman John Cleland asked Dick Strehlow to serve as
chairman of the proposed Lask committee, and he accepted. He
will begin by querying Chapters about ®ople willing to work
on this project. It was nentioned that Chapters or the Affil-
iate might develop proposals to Le submitted to HWational ACLY
through the Affiliate for special funds for investigetion or
legal actions as developed by this committbe.

iespectuflly submitted,
ilike Honey, Secretary, TACLU

IENBESSEE AFFILIATE BUDGET FOR 1572:

INCOME
Development Grant 055,000
ilembvership 12,000
Total --- 177,000
EIPENSES {expneses - continued)
Cffice Insurance 50
Executive & Clerical Affiliate Heawsletter $50C
salaries (including Travel 600
Social Security)-ea--- 46,000 Miscellaneous 500
Hembership/developuent 1,000 Ecuipnent {(new & repair) 200
Office rent w00 Office Supplies 1,100
Telephone 1,100 Diennial or HCD ntyg. 300
Postage Q00 Crisis irea Fund 600
oudit 200 Refund to Chapus. 2,000

ACLUT%E vhene Ars. Sery. 250 TOTAL memeee 317,000
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ACLU OF TENNESSEE FOUNDATION STEERING SUB-COMMITTEE
Nov. 11, 1972, Rand Hall, Nashville, 1l:45 a.m., -~ 1:15 p.m.

Present: David Camp, Reina Cleland, Omer Galle, Jack Wilkinson,
John Claland, Helen Stelson, Dick Strehlow, R, Chesla Sharp,
Mike Langley, Claire Peterson.

John Cleland made a report of the bail bond project.

Michael Langlev reported on a Juvenile Rights Project which had
been approved by Strehlow for initiation this year. A letter
has been sent to National requesting funds.

The conclusion of discussion on this subject was that the primary
task should be to develop a course of instructien and appropriate
instruction materials, which could be supported by schpol hoards,
¢ivics teachers, ete., and that ACLU's function would be t~ iniro-
duce this subject into our various communities.

It was m/s/c to authorize a state mee ing of persons in the

various chapters interested 1o Juvenile Rights; to instruct

Mr. Langley to develop and distribute o packet of resource
matorials in advance of the meeting to te held as soon as possaible;
and to request chapters to determine exieat of Local interest,

to scleect one or more participants and to notify the State Office
of their names zo that materials can be appropriately routed.

ACLU 000454



